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Ragang System and its Importance in Raga Classification

185

possibilities of different uses of it. The
sets of Ragang Ang are used many times
in the Raga of the same Ang during

e rendering of notes. Relation
of different notes with Ragang Ang is
predefined. Thus all the notes are arranged
in definite order, proportion and pattern.
These variable patterns in specific Raga
are recognized with the help of Ragang.
The set of notes of Ragang Ang and
there proportion with other notes can be
defined by graph patterns. Direct
applications of Swar and Shruti (tones
and micro tones) can be seen in Indian
music only with the help of Ragang
elaboration. Ragang will become more
practical and logical with the help of Thaat

g concept of classification.

[l}.'[m Awadhesh pratap singh. Sangeet Shastra
‘Sarita. sagar: Krishna computer, 2012.

[&1 ts\wﬂudqimudhsmm

(&]&Sﬁq\m Ashwani. “Sangeet Ratnakar me
pratyach va apratyach Raga Vargikaran.”
- Edited by L.N.Garg. Sangeet Sahastrabdi ank.







Rivaz - The ultimate way to Success < 187

to see the plays, | used to pass khan
sahab’s home on the way. Around 9 pm
khan sahib started the Riyaz and used to
practice the harder taans. If there was
some Kind of problem or even a little
fumble in the singing, then he used to
practice that particular taan over and over
again. He kept on doing Riyaz till late
around 2:30am when | used to come
back home.['01"

All the artists that have achieved
something today have gone through
intense hard work and continuous
practice and have put in hours and hours
of Riyaz. That is why they have achieved
the heights that they have achieved. The
modern generation of musicians should
learn from that and should understand
and realize the importance of Riyaz. There
is no doubt in the fact that if all the
elements of music education i.e. Guru’s
guidance, disciple’s discipline and
regular Riyaz come together, then
mcthing magical can be created, then

and only then the such artists can be
born who can become the flag bearers
of classical music and take it to new
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wrote a treatise on m‘usical thel(;:ly.
Sangita Kalpa Drurpam, and l:eg:llus%
gave lectures on musicology at t “e "
Academy. He was the ﬁr§t musician to
be awarded a doctorate In lndna. when
the Kerala University awardF:d him the
D. Litt. for his Tamil treatise in 1943, He.
was also the first principal of the Swzftl
Tirunal Academy of music started in
Trivandrum in 1939. Muthiah Bhagavatar
has also authored a Sanskrit poetic work
called Tyagaraja Vijaya Kavya. T. N.
Seshagopalan, who was taught by
Ramanathapuram Sankara Sivam, a
disciple of Muthiah Bhagavathar, said “He
was also the first to introduce the practice
of nagaswara vidwans playing during the
puja time at the Thiruvananthapuram
temple.”

He lived like a king, but was as
magnanimous as he was rich. The
Harikesanjali Trust (promoted by his
descendants) has been established to
propagate his compositions.

He was adept at playing both the
Chitraveena and Mridangam.

Muthiahbhagavathar. In addition to
musical talents, his theoretical knowledge
was also vast. He wrote a treatise on

musical theory, Sangita Kalpa Drumam,

and regularly gave lectures on musicology
at the Music Academy. He was the first
musician to be awarded a doctorate in
India when the Kerala University awarded
him the D. Litt. for his Tamil treatise in

1943. He was also the first principal»’w 5 "

the Swati Tirunal Academy of music
started in Trivandrum in 1939. Muythial
Bhagavatar has also authored a Sa
poetic work called Tyagaraja Vijaya Kay

T. N. Seshagopalan, who was t
by Ramanathapuram

e Sankara Sivam, a
disciple of Muthiah Bhagavathar, sz {“He

of nagaswara vidwane -
puja time at the °
temple.” P
He lived |

descendants) has
propagate his com

RAMANATHA
SANKARA S§]
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p‘,c“gsionists C.S. Murugabhoopathi, his
younsef brother, and Kanjira genius G.

Sankara Sivam, the son of
Ramanmhapuram Chitsabhai Servai and
mal was in the direct lineage of
Tyagaraja through Manambuchavadi
Venkatasubbayyar, T S Sabhesa lyer,
gjvasamban and Harikesanallur Muthaiah
Bhagavatar, under whom he had his
musical training for over a decade. A
“highly respected artiste, he was versatile
in vocal, violin, vina and jalatarangam.
He was also acclaimed as a top notch
teacher, having trained the likes of his
prother C S Murugabhoopati, Ramnad
Krishnan, Easwaran, Raghavan and T N
Seshagopalan. He served as the Principal
of Sri Sadguru Samajam, Madurai for
several years and was also part of the
Music Academy’s Experts Committee.

T. N. Seshagopalan

“Music should show the God” - TN
Seshagopalan ;
A child prodigy, a Mother’s disciple
and an untaught student of many a guru.
That is Madurai T.N.Seshagopalan for
“you. A stickler to tradition, life revolves
around music for him. The senior vocalist
opens up his mind in an exclusive
interview with Sudha Jagannathan. Here
are the excerpts of what Sri. T. N.
Seshagopalan expressed.

“In my view, a child begins to
understand and demand a thing at the
age of 2 to two-and half years. A child
starts demanding this or that from that
age. That is the age it starts understanding
something other than basic feelings. |
had the perplexity of music from that
age iself.

-l used to sing well from the age of

to teach me Raghuveera Gadyam,
Tiruppavai, Tiruvenpavai and
Tirupalliyezuchi from that age itself. My
mother used to say that | sang Nalangu
in marriages in the manner of a child’s
prattle.”

A disciple of Ramanathapuram C. S
Sankarasivam, Kalaimamani T. N
Seshagopalan began his musical career
at the age of seven. He has travelled
extensively, - presenting vocal and veena
concerts and has been the recipient of
many titles and awards

Awards

Harikatha Chudamani awarded by the
Krishna Gana Sabha in the presence of
Sri Jayendra Saraswathi of Kanchi
Kamakoti Peetam Sep 2014

Gayaka Sikhamani awarded by
Chodiah Memorial Trust Mysore in
January 2007

Sangeetha Kalanidhi 2006 awarded
by Madras Music Academy Padma
Bhushan - 2004

“SangeetaSaagara”™ by CMANA NJ,
USA 2007

Sulakshana Gana Vichkshana - by H.
H. Srimad Andavan Swamigal Srirangam
- 1993

Sangeetha Kalasikhamani, by The
Indian Fine arts Society, Chennai - 2000






P.K.Mittal

and discipline of raaga. But, it was not in
the artist’s nature to remain bound within
the rigid discipline of the science. He,
er, therefore, deviated very often from these
nce and rigid rules and gave birth to new and
original combinations of swaras/notes to
create various melodies. Scientists, in their
. turn found out new scientific basis for
> raaga system such deviations and also kept on making
orious feature the scientific theories more & more
general which had/could have had wider
applicability.
10 With this background in mind, the
or light, can have researcher had attended many live
4 concerts of the legendry performers as
mentioned earlier wherein it had been
observed that only the selected few raaga
scales had been performed by the
different artists, whether they were
vocalists or instrumentalists. Artists of
Carnatic music also were found repeating
the selected few raagas in their
Jie mnces However, while analyzing
e raaga scales in the light of scientific
whlch govern the laws of sound,
rcher had felt & experienced that
opular raagas are very closely
th one another. For example if
ce of music intervals of swaras
"WH (Sa, lle. Ga, PI.
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e folk mies, raditional songs and M’t: :""?” ‘
i would thus be seen that t!‘mr is m\l"\ op o i
what a common pattern in _ghc o
nverature of different agrons. The um.e
ype of folk tles will be found in Kashmir
and in Kerala with shight regional vanation,
These stories were passed on ﬁ‘\\n‘
genoration to generation by word of
;:xm:h before they came to be reduced
n WhRiing. e
What is so fascinating about the folk  Bonga
tales that equally enchant the old, the path g
voung and the very young? The same
son 15 often repeated but does not lose
its interest. This is due to the satisfaction
that our basic curiosity finds in the folk
tales. The tales through phantasies, make-
beliefs and credulous acceptance helped  folk and
primitive man to satisfy his curiosity about
the mysteries of the world and particularly
the many inexplicable phenomena of
nature around him. Despite scientific
advancements all around us, we still have
an element of primitiveness in our minds.
It may though sound absurd but a highly
educated modemn person also finds great
delight in the fairy tales like the one about
the moon being swallowed causing lunar
eclipse. The advancement in science can
never banish the folk tales; on the
contrary the scientists are intrigued the
thinking process of the man based on his
culture and Ssurroundings. We are well
aware of the scientific Causes for the







iage and the Santjan have come as

Rarati. Oh God. | have achieved a folk.

hushband in the form of God and with

devotees: | have sung the religious songs  the s

in His praise.
Aspects of folklore such as folktales,
religious issues linked with folklore and
folk literature also find a mention in Guru
Granth Sahib, though. with hardly any
direct description. The folklore has been
reflected at four places, twice in the Bani
of Guru Ramdas and once each in the
Banis of Sant Kabir and Bhagat
One of the Banis describes the tortures
inflicted on Bhagat Prahlad such as; his
being confined in a room, thrown down
from a cliff, his drowning in a sea and
when all these actions failed to destroy
him. he was made to sit on fire,
Prahlad was however rescued by the God
Himself who came in the guise of
Narsimha. The stories related with «
rishis™ and devotees were considered
sacred, because a human mind which
retains these stories is considered pious
where the God resides permanently,

Ramkali.

.

. ent
In addition to the above aspects of
folklore, folk songs, Var,Kafi, §: i, Bara i
Maha, Chat, Allahurian, Lavan . Ryt
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