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The Role of Natwre and its Musie in Markandaya™s Nectar in a Sieve #1409

The Role of Nature and its Musicin
Mark andaya’s NectarinaSieve

Mectar in a Sieve, the first novel of
Kamala Markandaya, Published in 1955,
reveals the hardships and complexilies
which humans may come across in this
wirld. The implication of the title ol the
novel suggests that even an exceptional
thing like *Nectar” becomes worthless on
the physical plane. The novel depicts what
role Mature can play in the life of humans
Mature 15 50 mighty that man’s power has
no importance before moreover Nature,
gparl from ils desirulive power has ils
own Music which mav be pleasant or
unpleasant. William words worth. a great
romantic poet, 15 the lover of Nature. For
him Nature is our guide, guardian, teacher
and philosopher One can learn the
lessons of music and dance from the
twittering of birds and Mowing waters of
rivers. Mectar in the novel suggests that
il 15 quile impossible (o be found on (he
garlh, Al the sume bme, 8 sieve can’l
contain any thing that is hquid. laken
from 5. T Coleridge’s lamous line

“Work without Hope brings nectar
in a sieve”, the title reflects man's
hopelessness in a world where hopeless
farmers have to depend upon Mature even
lor the resull of their tirgless (o1l

The novel, Mectar in a sieve unfolds
the story of & couple who struggles hard

Dr. Hemant Kumar Thakur

to keep the fanuly oven burring despite
cerlain odds Based on the there of hunger
aml deprivation, the nowvel dipiels the
socio-cultural aspects. It describes the
pitiable economic condition of the people
whose fate depends on the benign or the
malign moods of Natre. H.bM. Williams
tinds Markandava close to Thomas Hardy.
He finds Markandava’s characters sharing
the: same Fate as Hardy's and says

“The most memotable heroes of her
novels are vichions of e, vicoons of
therr own characters of the follies and,
malice of others.”(1)Mectar in a Sieve
exemplilies the tragic ale of humans who
are at the receiving end of MNature, God
and Ciwvilization The nowvelist describes
the travails of Rukmani in particular and
the peasant class in gencral, Rukmani is
overjoved with Nature's response and she
leels the pulse beat, the blood, unhidden
came hol, (2) and surged her Tuce, The
mitial response of Mature ennobles her
spirits and the natural wrge 1o see this
reproductive activity encourages her to

plant more seeds.

The narrator heroine herself says:
“After that, ten times more zealous, |
planted, 1 planted beans and sweel
potatoes, brinjals and chillies, and they
all prew well under my land so that we

Assn, poof| Guesty Depd. of English Y5 1 Collepe, Bajnagar, Madbwabani
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ate even better than we had done
before "(3)

The innate capability of man (o Tive
in communion with Nature has been a
parl ol civilization. Bul man™ growing
ambition, his cross commercial attrude
and the craze to ornient life matenalistcally
has ofien created a chasm between man
and Nature.

Mathan and Rukmani, The happy
couple gets the tirst jolt of despair when
they come to know aboul the building of
tannery mn the village. Rukmanm 15 scared
ol disturbance thal the amival of lannery
will canse [or hath human and Nalure,
She tells Kunthl:

“It will not gladden me. Already my
children hold their noses when they go
bv and crowds wherever yvou go. Even
the birds have forgotten to sing.

Or else their calls lost o us."[4)

Time becomes tough for Nathan and
Rukmam. All pood time suddenly turns
bad because ol the uncerlainties ol
Mature, Muorkandaya rightly describes
how a slight lapse on the part of human
can force Mature 1o show ils re-

“Nature 15 like a wild amimal that you
have tramed to work for vou. So long as
vou are vigilant and walk warily with
thought and care so long will it give you
ils and, hut look away lor an instant, be
headless or forgetful. and it has vou by
the throsl (5

Matural calamities that had shown its
ugly face with the arrival of tannery
aggravated the condition of the village.
The monsoon came unpredicted and the
incressant rains brought disaster to
mankind Evervthing was destroyed and
all around the uprooted trees and mud
house with sticks and stones lay. The food
wis in scarce and even the wvillage
shopkeeper didn’t have enough rice to

sell. Besides. the drought like situation
makes the hife of Nathom and Rukmam
miserable. The fields develop cracks and
the rains are, a distant possibilite. while
nalure had been unlavirable, the landlord
too became unkind and sent his men to
collect rent. siuation went from bad to
worse and there was a starvation Like
condition. Nature's ire to humans makes
Nathan and Rukmani face alll hardships
which they could never imagine. While
the Tather feels powerless enough to feed
his children, the children exploit all means
o help their purents in need. Nathun and
Rukmam were shocked 1o see their son
Raja killed on the charze of stealing a
call-skin. Nature seems 1o lest people’s
patience and after certain aberrations from
time to time people with her bounties
MNathan and Rukmam face the odds and
vet remain optimistic They consider
Nature as their friends, Philospher and
euide. Here it 1s relevant to mention that
william words worth, a2 gresl romantic
poel, was the lover ol nalure. He was
supposed to be a priest in the temple of
Nature for him, Nature 15 a good gwide,
guardian and a teacher One can learn
the lessons of music from Nature. When
the Wind blows, water flows i rivers,
hirds twifter on the trees and other
creatures sing, they altogelher create o
nice musical environment which 15 very
pleasant lor the humans

When the cvele changes. we find new
hopes of expectations and fulfiment
seeking i1ts ways in their loves. The
couple’s expectation rereives a severe jolt
when their land 15 s0ld to the tannery
OWNers.

Nothing could be as Tatal as depriving
a farmer of his land. Rukmani who alwavs
leared such thing w happen becomes
quite realistic and doesn™t blame the
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tannery but the power of money. Though
she becomes thoughless yet she pities
many olhers like her The Nowvel also
exhibits how industrilization most often
lest parents the [ollowers of the old
traditional values want to keep themselves
close to their children drawn to the
changes. Ejected from their house. Nathan
and Rukmani want to go to the city but
selvam and Ira want to stay back. The
parents feel their self hurt because of the
land whereas the children want 1o
continue because of their new found
HYETTLICH

Rukmani and Nalhan leave the
village and start for the city to seek shelter
with murugan, But linding the situation
unadjustable, they take to stone breaking
in a quarry only in the hope that they
could arrange for their journey to their
village. They witnessed the cruel face of
their fale yel they struggled every momen
to live on their own. Nathan makes every
attempi 1o come oul of the crisis thoush
his ill health deesn’t support. While
Mathan dies in Rukmani's presence the
desire to return to his village and to his
land remaims with him.

The novel Nectar in a Sieve shows
the rural people cornered by Nature and
its vagranl moads, While Nature test the
people’s patienice and determination, Tis
magical spell takes them m such a enp
that they can neither remamn glued 1o it
nor distance themselves away. Uma
appears quite remarkable.

Mectar in sieve 15 the story ol the
faceless peasant who stands silhouetted
in the unending twilight of Indian agraran
Bank ruptcy, the horizon showmng through
the silent trees now with crimson gashes,
MNow with crimson gashes, now with soul-
exalting splendowr, always holding out the
promise that the setting sun will rise again

after the night, the night never
approaching yet never encompassing (&)

Rukmani displavs her practical
wisdom through her action and becomes
# bhurning example of laith, honesty,
humanitv, and tolerance. She is an apostle
of the ever-continuing tenderness whose
recervers are many. Dr. Kenny oo 158
impressed with her sensitivity and he
holds her in respect. Though Rukman
listens to the doctor’s noble ideas. She
tells him stranght: Cur ways are not your
ways.(7) she sympathises with her man
Rukmuni’s caring for her [ellow human
beings and the elements ol nuriurance
make her look hike Mature though her
moods are nol as vagranl as Mature's.
Though the novel hinges on the tragic
tale of most of the characters, Rukmani
emerges as the one who sceffers vet
continues 0 keep her Faith intact she has
deep reverence for Nature, Tor customs
and for continuing family life.

Rukmani believes im aclion, Mo
doubt, yel she does nol approve ol
rebelling with nature. She 15 every inch a
traditionalist who understands the
inmportance of socio-cultural values.
There are Various incidents in the novel
which support Rukmani's reverence for
Nature. Al times, Nature provides ils
music which 15 very pleasant and soothing
and also reveals man's lunitations before
the mighly Nature, Mun's dependence on
Mature and its mood swings affect them
badly vet their longing for Mature doesn't
diminish, As humans, we have © realize
the cyclic change of Mature may appear
unfavourable some times, vet it does not
aftect only mndviduals. Nor does it wreak
its retribution on them, Thus, we find (hal
Mature and 1ts music either pleasant or
unpleasans play vital role in the progress
ol spcio-cultural aspect ol humans,
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