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Innovations in the field of Traditional

Khayal Singing Style

Our universe is in a state of continuous
change. Every moment, every particle of
the universe is changing and the field of
music is no exception. Everyday new
Ragas, new Taalas and new techniques
come into existence. Eminent scholars,
thinkers and talented artists keep on
challenging the traditional system and
leave their own mark by setting new
trends in the music scenario. It is a
continuous process where musicians
apply their insight, knowledge and
abilities on the traditional concepts
keeping in mind various factors like

- present scenario, traditional values, the
‘audience and the society so as to produce

Iniques. Samc is the case with

- often

Gaveesh

musicians gave their contributions to
develop the Khayal from time to time. In
this article I am going to discuss the
innovations and the new methods that
were brought forward by the musicians
in the past and are being widely adopted
by the present day musicians. Also I will
put some light on some present day artists

who are trying to do newer experiments
in this field. I hope this article will lead

us towards betterment of the Khayal.
When I think of Innovators, the first

name that comes in my mind is of Ustad

Amir Khan. Along with being a

%

=

successful vocalist, he was a thinker, an

innovator in the field of music, a settler

of new trends. He prpvided_ a Khayal style

in such a peculiar format which prove

to be very effective and ] He
ften referred to
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padhat (progression) in Ati-Vilambit

He never bounded himselt to any

one style or Gharana. He combined

rechniques of various artists of different

and developed his own style.

He mﬂ)‘simd on Ati Vilambit Laya,

Kan swar, Clear enunciation of

text of the Bandish. He was of the view

is as important as the

mbr::)fp;: Bandish.!'] His style set
new trends in Traditional Khayal.

Ustad Aman Ali (Bhindi Bazaar
Gharana) was responsible for adding
clements of intonation from Carnatic
classical music to the existing format of
Hindustani vocals. In the 1940s, note-
name singing or sargam singing (Solfa
Singing) was not a part of Hindustani
music. Ustad Aman Ali introduced this

, to Hindustani Classical music®]
He improvised Merukhand Principle
(using various combinations of a given

believed that the audience would not
appreciate long Aalaps and he had to
sing for the masses and change the
music to what the audience wanted!®
He introduced and popularized the use
of Kanoon (Swarmandal) instrument in
Khayal. This became his trademark. He
influenced other Artists to use this
Instrument like Pt. Jasraj and Ustad
Rashid Khan.

The living Legend of Hindusfani
Classical music, Pandit Jasraj needs no
introduction. Endowed with a rich soulful
and sonorous voice, Pandit ji's singing is
characterized by a harmonious blend of
classic and opulent elements, projecting
traditional music with an intense spiritual
expression. This gives his music a very
sublime emotional quality, touching the
soul of the listener. His singing is filled
with emotions, feelings and a magical

eﬂ'ectﬂmtboundsﬂwﬁMWm“

various Mantras and Devoti
He did a great job in makis
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assurance for the future of Indian vocal
music”- Pandit Bhimsen Joshi.'®) Ustad
Rashid Khan’s renderings stand out for
the emotional overtones in his melodic
elaborations. He says,” The emotional
content may be in Aalap, sometimes while
singing the Bandish or while giving
expression to the meaning of the lyrics.”
This brings a touch of modernity to his
style as compared to the older maestros
who placed greater emphasis on
impressive technique and skillful
execution of difficult passages.[10] 4
notable achievement of Ustad Rashid
Khan is the infusion of an emotional

: :«-amteat into his melodic elaborations.

‘Ihesponmneous emotional appeal of his

anner of singing have won him
iastic listeners and followers all
1d.0') He also experimented
ure Hindustani Classical
lighter musical genres e.g.
"'-'?rg ' dmg Naina Piya

‘Rashid Khan, Ajay Poha
-.Mudgal Sultan Kh

have been many ch

well as the muygic scenarq, .. cial gl
There are lnnumcrabl (S)Sfucture
entertainment a.nd People g, OUrcgg
choice with regard to the optjg " l ! for.
to them. Differen; Musica| Sava'lab'
prevalent like rock, pop, metﬁfn
blues, reggae etc. these mys;e fo A
a huge arsenal of instrume ents,
and effects (Light, S

ound, Fq So
etc.) that they are using tog;

listeners towards them, The Hipgy
classical music has its modalitje
variety of options available
listeners. But sometimes jtg app
and presentation appears to b
fashioned and minimalistic to the
day listeners. The simple and ser,
in which the Hindustam classi
is presented is lagging behmd
age music styles which are ful
and show. o

In recent times varj
experimented on ﬁxsxon

anges ip the g

gad







Payal Chakra

and has even taken up eleme ts §

popular music of America.
Jazz can be defineqd as

music from rag time to the p

has very speclal relatxon to













