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Preserving Indian Classical Music: A 
Qualitative Study of Continuity and 
Change 

 

Bhadra Priya K, 

Dr. Rakesh Kumar 

Abstract 

Indian Classical Music has been preserved and transmitted through different methods. 

The Guru-Sifya Paramparli is one of a method where the music is being taught orally 

by a mentor to disciples. Indian Classical Music is also preserved by written notations 

of the compositions. This research paper explores the transition of the Guru-Sifya 

Paramparli to the written notations in preserving the classical music leading to wider 

accessibility and standardized archives. This research paper mainly analyses the 

changes evolved in notation writing from the period of development of swara to the 

present day. The study explores the impact of writing notations on practising classical 

music. The paper hence examines the limitations and difficulties of notating the 

improvisations and intricate musical ornamentations of Indian classical music. The 

paper also discusses about the role of technological development in preserving. The 

primary source of this paper includes the comments of select musicians on the notation 

writing system. The paper also explores the modern technology of preserving the 

notations for future generations. The research paper employs a qualitative approach 

to comprehend the methods of preserving Indian classical music. 

Keywords: Indian Classical Music, Guru-Si$ya Parampara, Notation systems, 

Preserving, Technology. 

Introduction 

Indian classical music has been a 
vibrant tradition since ancient times. 
Its uniqueness lies in the fact that it 
is not merely a sound-based art, but 

also an integral part of spiritual and 
cultural heritage. The preservation and 
transmission of music continued orally 
for centuries, where the exchange of 
knowledge was made possible mainly 
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